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Rotary Club of Madras South

PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE
Dear Southerner,

The month of February 2019, 

which has been much awaited 

by Southerners for 2 reasons is 

finally here! The outsta�on 

trip to Vishakapatnam and 

District Governor's visit. 40 

Southerners will make it to 

Vizag during the Valen�ne’s 

day weekend. The whatsApp group exclusively created for 

the Vizag trip is already charged up and I am expec�ng a fun  

weekend with Southerners at Vishakapatnam.

District Governor Rtn. Babu Peram will visit our club to 

review the club's ac�vi�es on 26th February 2019. The 

board is all geared up to receive him and elaborate plans 

are already in place for showcasing the events of the year.

One more club service ac�vity was done in style on 3rd 

February 2019 at Marina Beach with the theme “Sunrise 

Walk and Breakfast at Woodlands”. 23 Southerners 

par�cipated in the program which ended with a tasty 

breakfast at Woodlands in Radhakrishnan Salai.

Our Annual “Beer peBaatcheet” will be on 2nd and 3rd 

March 2019 and the venue will be Farm Guru near Red 

Hills. I am expec�ng more Southerners to par�cipate in this 

event which will be our club service ac�vity for the month 

of March 2019.

Rotarians all around the world celebrate “The Joy of 

Giving” by contribu�ng to The Rotary Founda�on. The 

Rotary Founda�on transforms the contribu�on by 

Rotarians into projects that change lives both close to 

home and around the world. I request Southerners to 

contribute generously to the Founda�on.

Let me close my message on a happy and sa�sfactory 

note…. Most of the beneficiaries who underwent the 

Home Nursing and Driving course at ANEW have been 

suitably placed with various en��es. Thanks to CAMS, our 

sponsors for their con�nued support. On behalf of the 

members of RCMS I wish them all the best in their future 

endeavours.

YIR

K Saravanan

Rotary club of Madras South was 

chartered on 30th June 1960. We are 

just a few months away from the start of 

our diamond jubilee year, another 

landmark for our club.

To share our joy on this milestone, we 

are planning to invite clubs across the 

world chartered in 1960 for a 4 day event 

in Chennai in February 2020. It will not 

only be four days of fun and fellowship 

b u t  a l s o  a n  e ff o r t  t o  p r o m o t e 

interna�onal understanding. Appropriate, as it will coincide with 

the Rotary month of world understanding. We are planning to host 

about 30 persons and offer them post tours a�er the event to 

enjoy and experience the beauty and culture of India.

We organized a similar interna�onal fellowship event in January 

2000 during our 40th year. 21 Rotarians and Anns from seven 

countries (Argen�na, Australia, France, Sweden, Switzerland, UK, 

Malaysia) joined us. It was four days of great fun, fellowship and 

bonding for life-long friendship with visits to tourist and cultural 

arac�ons, service projects and shopping expedi�ons. 

One of the visitors, Rtn  Hans Setz from Switzerland said  "It wasn't 

a travel agent wai�ng for us at the airport, but a past Rotary 

Governor and his wife!" Hans returned three years later to aend 

the wedding of the daughter of another Rotarian.  Liz and Olof 

Madebrink of Sweden said "Our trip was like a dream from start to 

finish. We had a wonderful host couple who did everything for us."  

 We hope this event will help to con�nue our great legacy and 

enhance interna�onal understanding and friendship among 

Rotarians around the world.

B B Vengatesh 

Convenor – RCMS Diamond Jubilee Celebra�ons

RCMS DIAMOND JUBILEE – 
AN OPPORTUNITY TO PROMOTE 

INTERNATIONAL UNDERSTANDING



NEW YEAR GALATTA AT THE PARK

“I'll be swirling around in a beau�ful ballroom in the arms of a handsome man”! 

I think that's what the Anns of Madras South were expec�ng. But sorry ladies 

metaphors don't work!

Yep, it was the 'Black and White ball night' held by RCMS at The Park, Chennai. Let 

me provide a glimpse of what happened. It was a fine Saturday evening as I 

entered the double gated lobby of The Park and walked all the way on the glassed 

steps to the basement. We were served party snacks and sat down to witness a 

dance by the Rotarians, Anns and Annees. It was followed by a game where 

people got random tags and had to select their partner based on their related tags 

held by another Rotarian or Ann. The climax of this game was when 

Rtn. Dr Prabudoss uncle planted a kiss on Sunny Leone (on screen) that made 

everyone drool more than the starters.

Before dinner, we had a spectacle of a life �me! The Rotarians with the help of 

Anns were made to dress like women with any product they possessed. And ah, I 

mean in this 'Bollywood you don't need plas�c surgeries'. This resulted in an epic 

dance off between Rtn. Saravanan uncle and Rtn. Suri uncle, which made me think 

why watch movies in theatres when I can watch it during our own family 

par�cipa�on event.

The New Year countdown ended with resplendent wishes from Rotarians and their 

families on a pre-recorded video, followed by fine dinner and Tiramisu.

So that's a brief, different Saturday, goodbye to 2018 and a Happy New Year.

Annee Faheem Abdeen

S/o (Rtn Magdoom)



LAPTOPS DISTRIBUTED

NEW BATCH COMMENCED

Jaigopal Garodia Girls Higher Secondary School celebrated 

Pongal Day at their school premises on 11th Jan. Laptops 

from the FORD Digital Literacy Programme was handed 

over to the school by President Saravanan on the occasion. 

A cultural programme was also held by the students.

On 25th Jan, the school conducted it's Annual Day combined 

with it's Sports Day. Our club secretary Rtn Elumperiyar was 

present. The school is a beneficiary of our Project Selvi.

The inaugural func�on of the new batch of students 

for the tailoring course at our Learning Centre in 

Kaur village was held on 20th Jan, 2019. The 

course is being implemented by ACDS, a local NGO. 

The training will happen on weekdays ini�ally for six 

months and 30 women residents of Kaur and it's 

neighbouring villages will benefit.

FIRESIDE HOSTED BY THE RAJUS

A group of 12 of us met at Rtn GMK Raju and Ann Sheila's 

beau�ful home on Jan 6 for a fireside get-together. It was an 

evening filled with fellowship, loads of fun, fabulous food, 

songs, games and laughter. Everything was though�ully 

arranged. We were welcomed at the gate of their apartment by 

their staff. As we entered their lovely home, we couldn't stop 

admiring the an��ues so stylishly displayed. We knew we had 

entered the residence of an interior decorator. The Bengali food 

was very scrump�ous and what a lavish feast it was. I am now a 

fan of Bengali cuisine! The games organised made us put on our 

thinking caps to come up with something wiy to say while at 

the same �me was very enjoyable. Ann Chithra sang a lovely 

Hindi melody for us.  As we were enjoying the evening, one thought that struck us all was that there couldn't have been 

a beer way to begin the new year than in the company of our Rotarian friends. Thank you Sheila and Raju for such 

pleasant memories of a memorable evening and cheers to a wonderful year ahead.

Rtn Arun Khurana



Editor Rtn. PP R Seshadri | rtnsesh@gmail.com

WEEKLY MEETINGS IN JANUARY

Date : 29th January, 2019

Speaker : Dr. Sujatha Byravan & 

Dr. Sudhir Chella Rajan

Topic : Climate change – 

hal�ng the slide to 

disaster

Date : 8th January, 2019

Speaker : Mr V Muralidharan

Topic : C h a l l e n g e s  a n d 
opportuni�es in the 
retail industry

Around 30 Southerners invaded the AGS Cinemas at 

T-Nagar on 20th Jan, to watch the movie 'Pea' and were 

in the opinion of our President truly 'Rajinified'! Thanks to 

Rtn Kishore Bafna who made the bulk booking in the 

midst of Rajini-mania during the opening week itself!

SOUTHERNERS ‘RAJINIFIED’

RCMS has been suppor�ng ANEW – an NGO focussing on 

impar�ng life skills to underprivileged women in Chennai. 

This year we have supported the Nursing and Driving 

courses thanks to the generous sponsorship of CAMS. 

M o s t  o f  t h e 

beneficiaries who 

u n d e r w e n t  t h e 

Driving course have 

b e e n  g a i n f u l l y 

employed. Picture 

a b o v e  s h o w s 

Ms Nirmala Devi,  a 

beneficiary,  driving 

a baery car at the 

Chennai airport.

Spoken English Course: Making a difference

The students of Jai Gopal Garodia Girls Higher Secondary 

School recently brought out a newsleer containing 

selected entries submied by students from classes VI to 

VIII. The newsleer was aimed at genera�ng interest 

among the students to improve their wri�ng skills in 

English and infuse crea�vity in their wri�ng. The trainer 

gave them 11 topics to write on to be submied in 20 

days. Out of a total of 40 entries received, the trainer 

selected some of the most crea�ve and original entries. 

One of the students was chosen as an editor, who made 

the correc�ons in grammar guided by the trainer. A 

Newsleer Club will be formed soon with 5 students to 

bring out a newsleer once in two months. Way to go!

LIFE BEGINS ANEW

PROJECT SELVI UPDATE

A Well Wisher
With Best Compliments from

SOUTHERNERS 'VIZAGGED'
'Let's Vizag' read the headline of an adver�sement 

released by A P Tourism invi�ng tourists to visit 

Vishakapatnam! 39 Southerners did just that on 

Valen�ne's day and returned to Chennai a�er spending 

four memorable days at Vizag. Read all about it in the 

March issue of The Southerner.

Date : 22nd  January, 2019

Speaker : Mr Nithyanand 

Jayaraman

Topic : Chennai's Vanishing 

Wetlands


